72             THE HOUSE OF THE BULL
that the Pope should disgrace and dismiss his Vic
Chancellor, Ascanio Sforza, which would have sfo
tered the pontifical relations with Milan. To th
however, the Pope would not agree, but he compr
mised with Naples in the matter to the extent of co
senting to overlook Cardinal della Rovere's defecti*
and receive him back into favour.
On these terms the peace was at last concluded
August of 1493, and it was no sooner done than the
arrived in Rome the Sieur Peron de Basche, an env<
from the King of France charged with the mission
preventing any alliance between Rome and Naples
The Frenchman was a day after the fair. The Po
rook the only course possible in these awkwa
circumstances., and refused to see the ambassadi
Thereupon the offended King of France held a gra
council "in which were proposed and treated ma
things against the Pope and for the reform of t
Church.".
These royal outbursts of Christianity, these pic
kingly frenzies to unseat an unworthy Pontiff and'
form the Church, follow always, you will obser
upon the miscarriage of royal wishes,
In the Consistory of September, 1493, the PC
created twelve new cardinals to strengthen the Sacr
College in general and his own hand in particular.
Amongst these new creations were his own son (
sare, and Alessandro Farnese, the brother of the be;
riful Giulia. The grant of the red hat to the latter i
pears to have caused some scandal, for, owing to t
Pope's relations with his sister, to which it was opei
said that Farnese owed the purple, he received I